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P&&SIDENLKENNEDX has shawn

a courageous understanding of
the obligatiofis of his office in ac-
ceptmg full responsxblhty for the

| gu_lgﬁn.d-ehacle
is position is We-
sponsibility that President Eisen-
howﬁmmffﬁlr In

both cases there may have been mis-
calculations and etrors of judgment
at levels lower than‘khe Presidency.

' Yet inevitably the fmg :‘respon51b111ty
had to rest at the'top.> :

It is to be profoundly hoped the
tragedy of the Cuban invasioh will
not lead to partisan kmfework in
Washmgton In this connectlon we
have the full statement on a TV
panel by Secretary of the Interjor
Udall, which some Republicans think
was an attempt to blame the Eisen-

' hower administration for the Cuban
failure.

It does not seem 1o us that this
was Mr. Udall’s intent. But that inter-

pretatxon could be read into it, and

ppR 27 1984

-

Ao t,hi\t extent it was unfortunate.

‘The fact of the matter is that
while the Eisenhower administration
may have swung around to a policy‘,
of helping anti-Castro forces, this was :
not a policy binding on the Kennedy !
administration. Mr. Kennedy did not
have to follow it. He chose to follow -
it;and he is quite right in acceptmg

,the responsibility.

w;m?é's now going on'
underadirection of Gen. Maxwell D.

Wtbe Government’s “para- -

military” operations and the, Central -
Intellige g ) 1
i determining where we made mis-

takes. .and how not to make them
again. L
memwmhmm
charging around looking for %

geag&ﬂummaw
- . Qur main purpose, as William |

Randglph Hearst Jr. remarked in Jast |
Sunday’s “Editor’s Report;,” should \
be to learn our lessons and go on :

from there. B |
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